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Happy Holidays!

The staff and directors of the Enderby & District Chamber of Commerce wish you a safe and pleasant holiday season.
Our office will be closed from December 19 through January 3.  We will reopen on January 4, 2010.
Welcome to Our Newest Members
We would like to welcome Fink Machine and Imax Solutions as our newest members.  Thank you for your support!

Membership renewal forms, along with a year-in-review progress update, will be mailed in early January to our existing and prospective members.  A list of 2010 members who have already renewed will be published in the January edition of our newsletter.
Business News

If you have news about your business that you would like to share, please send your announcements to news@enderbychamber.com.
One Day Sale at Interior Fitness

Feeling a little down this winter? Head to Interior Fitness for a one day sale on January 2, 2010 from 9am to 7pm. Buy a three-month gym membership and receive one month free.  Or, buy a six-month gym membership and receive two months free. Or, buy a twelve-month gym membership and receive three months free!  All active wear will be 20% off and It Works! Detox Wraps will be $5 off.  Purchase one month of unlimited tanning and you will receive the second month of unlimited tanning for free. Interior Fitness proudly supports the local food bank; every Thursday, donate a non-perishable food item and receive a free tan or drop-in work out.

Don’t miss this opportunity to get a great deal on gym memberships and tanning!
Business and Community

There are many ways in which local business gives back to our community.  This section describes some of those activities and contributions.
Christmas Thank you

It was inspiring to be part of our Community Christmas Celebration once again.  The Chamber would like to thank the many dedicated individuals, organizations, and businesses who contributed time, effort, and donations to this special evening:

Santa Claus for taking time out of his busy schedule to make an early visit to Enderby, Madison Giesbrecht, the Grindrod farming community, Melissa Rozankoski and Bombshells Tanning & Esthetics, Craig and Amy Bell and Hungry Jacks, Scott Hemenway, Dana Jackson, the local faith community, David Adams and his parade team, all of the parade participants, Angela Killen and the Enderby Lions Club, Will Hansma and Becky Shuert of the Okanagan Advertiser, Beryl Ludwig and Enderby City Council, the City of Enderby, Sean Hamilton, Neil Fidler, Ted Morrison, Carol and Bryan Bennett, Gordon and Wendy Breitkreuz and Riverside RV Park, Margo Ludwig , the A.L. Fortune Grad Class of 2010, the A.L. Fortune Career Connections Class, the Red Hat Ladies , the Enderby Volunteer Fire Department, Jackie Pearase, Pat Doorn and Mountain View Electric, Afke Zonderland, Gilberts Parts Depot, Nancy and Partners in Planning, Heather Edwards & Randy Williams, Lindsay Wagensveld, Wendy Webster, the Crystal Man Wholesale, Yahoo Guest Ranch, North Enderby Timber, Market Place IGA, Dollar Dollar, Liz Lute, Little City Fashions, and all of the restaurants who donated soup (Café des Amies, Cliffs Bistro Pub, Fishermen Direct, Hungry Jacks, Kaze Japanese Restaurant, Leah’s Place, Lorenzo’s Café, Mainstreet Pizza, Paddlewheeler Pub, and Subway).  It has been a pleasure to work with such a dedicated group of people. 

Thank you to everyone who came out and enjoyed the Community Christmas Celebration.  May you all enjoy a safe and pleasant holiday season.

Merry Christmas!

Realtors Food Drive
A huge thank you goes out to the Enderby realtors for the wonderful job they did at the Annual Realtors Food Drive and to all the generous community members who donated food items.

This year, the Food Bank received just over 4,000 pounds of food.  This was approximately 50% more than last year! With thanks to our local realtors for their fantastic effort for this worthy cause.
Chamber Action
AGM Recap

The 2009 AGM was held at the Enderby Legion on November 26.  It was well-attended and featured a variety of reports, as well as a year-in-review.  It was catered by Bang-On Foods.   The following resolutions were voted on by the Chamber members who were in attendance:
· To petition the City of Enderby to retain a bylaw enforcement officer; 
· To endorse the adoption of a sustainable tourism policy by the Chamber; and
· To petition the City of Enderby to adopt a business revitalization tax incentive.
All resolutions were passed by the membership.  However, the Bylaw Enforcement Officer resolution was passed with an amendment.  The complete wording for the bylaws will be posted at the Chamber website in the new year.  As the Chamber proceeds on these items, the membership will be kept apprised of its progress.  Thank you to those who came out to the AGM and showed your support. 

The Chamber would like to give a special welcome to our volunteer directors, both new and continuing, who will guide the organization in 2010.
Community Tourism Consulting

The reporting stage of the Community Tourism Project, sponsored by the City of Enderby, is nearly completed.  Three reports were produced, each focusing on an emerging tourism market.  Those markets are: sport tourism; culture/heritage/arts tourism; and eco/agricultural tourism.  A lot of great recommendations were produced which will play a significant role in charting the future of tourism in our area.

The next step will be to create a "roadmap" based on these recommendations.  A progress chart reflecting this roadmap will be posted at the Chamber website, so that you can follow our success in implementing the reports' recommendations.  This progress chart will be posted in mid-January.
Business Opportunities

2010 HelloBC Listings Program

Through its powerful marketing channels and programs, the HelloBC Listings Program provides tourism businesses throughout British Columbia with exposure to millions of consumers in the planning and purchasing phases of their BC vacation. To appear on HelloBC.com in 2010, you must enrol by December 31, 2009. If you renew by December 15, 2009 you will receive a free colour logo enhancement. Get started today at www.tourismbc.net.

If you have any questions, please visit www.TourismBC.com/hellobclistings, or contact Tourism BC’s Product Services Coordinators at 1‑800‑822‑7899 or productservices@tourismbc.com.
Okanagan College Courses Offered in Community

Okanagan College is excited to be expanding their course offerings to the communities around Salmon Arm. The courses being offered in Enderby are:
· Occupational First Aid Level I, February 6, Saturday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm; $98.45 (includes textbook)

· Pet Massage Therapy, February 27, Saturday, 9 am – 12 noon, $25 + GST

· Natural Care for Horses, February 27, Saturday, 1 – 4 pm, $30 + GST

· Standard First Aid and CPR Level C, March 18 & 19, Thursday & Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, $161.25 (includes textbook)

· Workplace Hazardous Materials Information Systems (WHMIS), March 20, Saturday, 9 am – 1 pm, $69

· Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG), March 20, Saturday, 1 – 5 pm, $69

· Communicating With Your Pet, March 20, Saturday, 9 am – 12 noon, $30 + GST

· Kidproof Babysitter's Training, April 23, Friday, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm, $65 + GST

· At Home Alone plus First Aid, May 21, Friday, 8:30 am - 12:30 pm, $50 + GST

· Bully Proof, May 21, Friday, 1- 3 pm, $25 + GST

Workplace Training for Innovation Pilot Project

The Ministry of Advanced Education and Labour Market Development has announced a new program to help fund employee training in areas that will improve productivity, support the introduction of new equipment or processes, enhance international competitiveness, and introduce strategies which will increase the long-term competitiveness of an organization.  Funding ranges from $1500-5000 per employee. Both businesses and not-for-profit employers may be eligible to receive funding. Eligible employers must be a small organization (less than 50 employees), be in good standing with the BC Corporate Registry, and have been in existence for one year or more.

Application forms are available online at: http://www.aved.gov.bc.ca/workplace_training_program/welcome.htm
Mark Your Calendar

Chamber members: Please contact us if you have an event which you would like to add to this section of our newsletter and our online calendar.
Winter Sleigh Ride Show -The Story

Once again the Caravan Farm Theatre is having their annual Christmas show. Enjoy a sleigh ride with the live performance of the Christmas Story as told by Martha Ross. The sleigh ride will go from December 11 to December 31, excluding the 17th, 24th and 25th. Showtimes are at 4pm, 6pm and 8pm. Tickets are $26 for children under 12, $31 for seniors and students, and $36 for adults. For more information please call the Caravan Farm Theatre at 250-546-8533.

Winter Fest

Come and join the community on January 15, 2010 from 2:30pm to 5:30pm at Riverside Park for the 2010 Winter Fest! The Youth Addictions Working Group, a partnership of many community agencies and members, is putting on a fun youth and community relay event to celebrate winter, build relationships between youth and community service providers and also build excitement for the 2010 Winter Olympic Torch Relay! There will be four teams of five youth participants and four teams of five adult participants including parents, teachers, emergency services personnel and members from the business community, racing to win the three legged race, the toboggan pull, the snowshoe course, hit the target in the snowball target range and build the best snowman! The Enderby Lions will be providing hot chocolate and hot dogs by donation.

 If your business would like to join the fun or support the event by donating a team prize, please contact the Enderby & District Chamber of Commerce at 250-838-6727. 

Olympic Torch Relay
On January 26, 2010 the Olympic Torch will be passing through Enderby at 3:10 pm.  In order to celebrate this historic occasion, a group of dedicated volunteers is working to create a fun family-oriented event which will celebrate our community and active living.  A staging event, anthem contest, dance, and healthy hot chocolate (that's right, healthy!) are among the many activities which will occur. The celebration is tentatively set to begin at 2 pm at the Enderby Seniors Centre. For more information please call the Chamber at 250-838-6727.
Political Radar

HST Implementation Agreement Signed
The Provincial and Federal governments have signed an agreement on the implementation of the Harmonized Sales Tax in British Columbia, which will come into effect on July 1, 2010.

Farm Assessment  Classification Changed

The Province is reducing the tax burden on farm properties by eliminating the split classification of farm properties on the Agriculture Land Reserve (ALR) that are not used for other purposes and eliminating the split classification for the non ALR properties where at least 50% of the property is in or contributes to production or 25% is in production and meets a higher income threshold.
Member-To-Member Discounts

Start networking and encouraging business today by offering a business-to-business discount. Contact news@enderbychamber.com for more information.
Antiques

Cobwebs Antiques & Gifts is offering a 10% discount off of all regularly priced merchandise to 2009 Chamber member business owners and employees! Check out their ongoing 30% off sale on selected merchandise!
Crystals

Chamber members are invited to enjoy a 10% discount off of their retail crystal purchases on designated open warehouse days. Keep reading this newsletter for information on the next open warehouse day.

Flower Design and Delivery

Sue Gairns, owner of Enderby Flower Design and Delivery, is pleased to offer 10% off flower arrangements for Chamber members. Visit her website at http://www.enderbyflowers.com/ or call 250-938-3522 for more information or to place an order. 
Furniture and Appliances

Ashley Furniture Home Store is offering a discount to owners of businesses and organizations who are current Chamber members. The discount offered will be 20% off of furniture and contractors’ pricing on appliances.
Gym Membership

Get a discount on getting in shape!  Interior Fitness offers all local business owners 10% off of the purchase of a gym membership.  Just drop by the Chamber of Commerce and ask for a letter confirming your Chamber membership.  Bring that letter to Interior Fitness when you are ready to purchase your membership and get 10% knocked off the price.

Personal Training

Penny Lochhead is pleased to offer a 10% discount on her personal training services. For more information or to book your appointment call 250-838-0425.

Tanning and Beauty

Bombshells Tanning & Esthetics is now offering special discounts to Chamber members. Receive $5.00 off of any tanning package or $5 off of gel fingernails and toenails. 
Contact Us

Would you like more information about how the Chamber can serve you?  Please give the Chamber a call so that we can schedule an appointment.
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