
[image: image1.emf]

Enderby & District Chamber of Commerce

P.O. Box 1000, 700 Railway Street, Enderby, BC V0E 1V0
Telephone: 250-838-6727 | Fax 250-838-0123

www.enderbychamber.com |  enderbychamber@sunwave.net 
NEWSLETTER - January 21, 2009
Table of Contents

1Welcome


1Our Newest Business


2Mark Your Calendar


2Interior Fitness Celebrates First Anniversary


2Hunter’s Range Annual Poker Party and Snowarama


2Shuswap Liberal Riding Association Fundraiser


2Hype Your Business


2Got News?


3Business-After-Business


3Westjet Employee Welcome Package


3Chamber Achievements


3Policy Consultation with Local Businesses


3Sounds of Light Multicultural Society Media Event Hosted By Chamber


4New Chamber Page Premieres in The North Valley Echo


4On The Horizon


4Business Awards Gala


4What’s Cooking?


4Political Radar


4Premier Realigns Cabinet


52009 Federal Budget Submission from BC Chamber


5Contact Us




Welcome

Our Newest Business

We'd like to send out a welcome to our newest business, Whirling Dervish Cleaning Services. Owner Marg Trickey will be serving Enderby and the surrounding area.  Whirling Dervish is pleased to use all-green products and is attentive to chemical sensitivities. Call 250-838-7755 for more information.
Mark Your Calendar
Interior Fitness Celebrates First Anniversary
Visit Interior Fitness on Saturday January 24th for their One Year Anniversary Sale. Purchase your one-year gym membership for only $349.99 and receive a free thirty-minute consultation with personal trainer Penny Lochhead or purchase two hundred minutes of tanning for only $54.99.

Personal trainer Penny Lochhead will be available to answer all of your questions between 11:00am and 4:00pm on Saturday.  Be sure to enter the draw for a three-month gym membership or a fifty-minute tanning package.
Remember, business owners who are Chamber members are eligible for 10% off of a gym membership.  Contact the Chamber for more details.

Hunter’s Range Annual Poker Party and Snowarama
The Hunter's Range Snowmobile Association is hosting its annual Poker Rally once again.  This year, the Poker Rally is combined with Snowarama. The event will be held on January 25th, 2009.  Registration will take place between 7:30am and 11:00am.

The cost will be $5 per hand or $20 for 5 hands. If you are not a snowmobiler, you can still buy a hand and members of the club will play it for you.  Don't forget to grab breakfast from the Lion's Club in support of Snowarama and the BC Children's Hospital.

For Poker Rally information call Ken Biluk at 250-838-6177.  For Snowarama information, call Suzanne Clark at 250-838-6248.  Local businesses are invited to donate prizes for the Poker Rally.  Visit www.huntersrange.com for more information.
Shuswap Liberal Riding Association Fundraiser

The Shuswap Liberal Riding Association cordially invites you to a fundraiser dinner with the Honourable George Abbot, MLA for the Shuswap and Minister of Health. The event will be held on Friday, January 23, 2009 at the Anchor Inn in Armstrong. Refreshments will begin at 5:30pm and dinner will be served at 6:30pm. $200 per plate or $300 with a spouse. For more information or to RSVP, contact Bruce Cook at bmccs@telus.net or 250-833-6486.

Hype Your Business
Got News?

We are here to help you get the word out!  If you have some news about your business that you would like to share with other members, please send us a notification email.  It could be about an upcoming event, a new product line, the commencement of a partnership with another local business, a change in location, or an award that your business has won.  We will include the top five submissions in our next newsletter.  Submissions will also be considered for inclusion in our monthly page in The North Valley Echo.

In addition, we will work with the business which submits each month’s best announcement to write a press release.  We will then send that press release to our media contacts on behalf of the winning business.  The Chamber is very eager to use our media contacts to showcase your creativity, innovation, and ambition!

Send your announcements to news@enderbychamber.com.

Business-After-Business

We would like to organize another Business-After-Business event for this spring.  Business-After-Business events are a great way for you to showcase your enterprise to the local business community.  The Chamber will take and track reservations so that you do not have to allocate staff time to this function.  You do not need to be a new business in order to host a Business-After-Business – this opportunity is open to all Chamber members.
If you are interested in having your business host an evening, please contact tate@enderbychamber.com. 
Westjet Employee Welcome Package

WestJet employees receive complimentary flight privileges in Canada.  This has the potential to be a great tourism market for us.  The Chamber is interested in working with local businesses to provide WestJet employees with an extra incentive to visit (and shop, and eat, and sleep, and so on).  Through our tourism connections, we can arrange to get information on incentives offered by member businesses to WestJet employees posted on staff billboards at WestJet offices around the country. 

If you would like to promote your business to hundreds of WestJet staff by offering a discount, please contact tate@enderbychamber.com for additional information.
Chamber Achievements

Policy Consultation with Local Businesses

The Chamber recently initiated policy consultations with local businesses on the upcoming government budget. Recommendations from local business owners were shared with the BC Chamber and integrated into its position paper on the budget.

If you are interested in more information or would like to make suggestions on how government could create a healthier business environment in BC, please email me at tate@enderbychamber.com.
Sounds of Light Multicultural Society Media Event Hosted By Chamber

The Enderby & District Chamber of Commerce had the honour of hosting a press conference for the Sounds of Light Multicultural Society and Western Economic Diversification. On Friday, January 9th, Minister of Parliament Colin Mayes announced funding for the Sounds of Light Multicultural Society's Youth at Risk Work Experience Program.  In this project, several youth are trained in log home construction and making furniture.  The project will produce log homes of an energy efficient vertical design which are constructed from pine affected by the mountain pine beetle.  Following Minister Mayes, Sounds of Light President Gloria Morgan spoke about the project.  The Senior Regional Business Officer of Western Economic Diversification’s Thompson Okanagan office was also in attendance. Master of ceremonies for the media event was Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Tate Bengtson.
New Chamber Page Premieres in The North Valley Echo

Did you see the debut of the Chamber of Commerce’s monthly page in this week’s The North Valley Echo?  In addition to a spiffy picture of our board of directors, we also have an article about our recent engagement with the business community on legislation and budget matters.  Future columns will see us focusing in on particular businesses and the relationships which make our community tick.

Thank you to The North Valley Echo for being incredibly supportive of the Chamber in this and so many other things!
On The Horizon
Business Awards Gala

The Chamber will be hosting a Business Awards Gala in early May. The event will feature awards, entertainment, activities, and dinner. If you would like to sponsor an award or have an inquiry about the event, please contact Willow at tourism@enderbychamber.com.  More information to follow.
What’s Cooking?

We are planning a special event involving many of our local restaurants.  Your taste buds will whet as Enderby and Area F chefs demonstrate their passion and creativity for fine cuisine…under pressure, I should add!  Details will follow.

Political Radar

Premier Realigns Cabinet

Premier Gordon Campbell shuffled his Cabinet on Tuesday, with several ministerial changes which may impact your business.  Most notably, the Ministry of Small Business and Revenue has been amalgamated with the Ministry of Small Business, Technology and Economic Development, with the old ministry’s revenue functions assumed by the Ministry of Finance and its property assessment duties turned over to the Ministry of Community Development.  Ida Chong is the minister responsible.

Other changes:

· Blair Lekstrom is the new Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources

· Kevin Kruger is the new Minister of Community Development

A statement by the BC Chamber of Commerce on the realignment:

While the Chamber sees some logic in the realignment of some of the responsibilities (it is logical that tax collection be a function of the Ministry of Finance) our only concern is that the new Ministry could have the effect of reducing the focus on small business in government. Having said this, we do believe that many of the areas of focus for the Ministry, export market development, innovation and technology, business climate and economic development are areas that require a focus on small business. Further to this we are pleased that Minister Chong will lead this new Ministry given her extensive experience in government as well as her understanding of small business through her work as a partner in an accounting firm that focused on catering to small and medium sized enterprises prior to entering politics.

2009 Federal Budget Submission from BC Chamber

The BC Chamber of Commerce has submitted a position paper to the federal government regarding the next budget.  In its submission, the BC Chamber identified the principles that it endorses for any stimulus package (timely; finite; improve long-term productivity and competitiveness; partnership-oriented; rational calculation of benefits versus deficits).

The paper discussed key items of concern:

· investing in housing

· expediting infrastructure spending

· building strong and sustainable labour markets and training incentives

· supporting traditional and emerging industrial sectors

· improving access to credit.

Of particular interest to the BC Chamber is ensuring that any stimulus addresses Canada’s long-term competitiveness and prosperity, which involves tax harmonization; reducing the paper burden for small business; breaking down trade barriers; and increasing trade with emerging markets.

In addition, BC Chamber President John Winter met with Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Ministers of Parliament Stockwell Day, James Moore, and Gary Lunn on January 12, 2009 in order to discuss innovative ideas for the economic recovery plan.

If you would like a copy of the position paper, please email tate@enderbychamber.com.
Contact Us

I am always available to meet with you and to discuss any aspect of your business.  The more that you can share with me about your needs and interests, the more that I can do to ensure that the Chamber is serving you well.

Please give the Chamber a call so that we can schedule an appointment.
January 21, 2009
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