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1) I am pleased to introduce you to several of our newest businesses: 

a. Kaze Restaurant, owned by Takeshi Bansho.  Contact: banshoenterprise@live.jp and 250-838-2555.  Kaze Restaurant is located in the old Coulter House.  The menu features an array of Japanese cuisine with a focus on sushi.

b. All Connected Computer & Technical Services, owned by Scott Lake.  Contact: sajlake@gmail.com or 250-307-5960.  Computer got a bug?  Scott is available to repair your home or office computer, or just give it a regular check-up and make sure that it is healthy!

c. Empire Re:Production, owned by Mark McMahon.  Contact: empire_@telus.net or 250-838-0721 (telephone available after this Friday).  Currently relocating from Armstrong to Enderby, Mark specializes in graphic design, sign production, vehicle decals, and much more.

2) Come on out and meet your fellow business owners!  A business-after-business event is planned for Thursday, November 20th.  Kaze Restaurant will host.  The owner, Takeshi, will showcase his culinary talents while you network with other business owners.  Please RSVP with me by Tuesday, November 18th so that I can inform Takeshi of how much food to prepare.

3) Get a discount on getting in shape!  Interior Fitness has agreed to offer local business owners 10% off of the purchase of a gym membership.  Just drop by the Chamber of Commerce and ask for a letter confirming your Chamber membership.  Bring that letter to Interior Fitness when you are ready to purchase your membership and get 10% knocked off the price.

4) In addition to its regular coverage, The Morning Star will be introducing an Enderby & Area page every second Friday.  This is a great opportunity for businesses in the area; by placing all Enderby and area advertising on the same page, it highlights the many reasons to draw people to shop at our local businesses and enjoy all that our community has to offer.  The per column rate will be dropped from $16.06 to $9.95 for this page.  All Chamber members will also be offered a gift certificate for 25% off of a one-time advertisement.  The gift certificates will be available to all businesses who purchase a 2009 membership (invoices will go out in January).  I would be happy to put you in touch with The Morning Star advertising representative who is taking the lead on this.

5) No, it’s not a Halloween costume – yes, that IS a legitimate Canada Revenue Agency badge!  CRA representatives will be stopping by various businesses over the next few days.  Some of you may have already received a visit, in fact.  They are here for information purposes only – just to answer any questions that you might have about income tax, GST, and so on.

6) Bill Greenwood, the ROE (Record of Employment) Web Marketing Officer for Service Canada, will be in Salmon Arm from November 4 through November 6 to assist employers and payroll processors who would like to sign up for ROE on the Web.  This service will reduce your paperwork, enable you to process batches of ROEs, and ensure that Employment Insurance benefits are paid more quickly.  For further information or to reserve your seat, contact Bill at 1-888-336-4933 extension 149 or bill.greenwood@servicecanada.gc.ca.

7) The Chamber will moderate the municipal All-Candidates Forum.  Mayoral candidates and councillors will be in attendance.  The forum is set for 7pm on Wednesday, November 12.  It will once again be hosted at the Enderby Seniors Centre – many thanks to them for allowing us to use their building for this event.  Come on out and meet your local government representatives.  You will have an opportunity to submit questions at the forum.

8) The Cliffs has debuted a new dinner menu, including bruschetta, sizzling shrimp, and cheese toast appetizers, and dinner entrees including the veggie double stacker, barbeque chicken, and fillet de salmon (I’m getting hungry just typing this out!).  Dinner items are served after 4pm.  Check out this description of the veggie double stacker:

“This delectable dish is something for the vegetarians out there.  The sandwich is done with an excellent plum curry sauce, and sautéed portabella mushrooms, yellow bell peppers, and garlic with mozzarella placed between two grilled slices of Pena De Casa bread.”

9) Halloween has not yet arrived, but Christmas is already on our minds!  Light-up will be on December 5th.  We have lots of other fun events planned for the evening, including a parade, a candlelit procession, a nativity play, and much more.  Santa’s Workshop will be back, too!  Give me a call if you would like more information about how your business can be involved.

10) As announced earlier this year, the membership package has been revamped.  The new package will be sent out at the turn of the year along with membership invoices for 2009, but if you would like to receive a copy prior to this, please let me know or otherwise stop by the office.  I would be happy to meet with you in order to discuss it in-person.

11) The Chamber has been scoring some great media coverage lately!  We have had coverage of many of our activities and events, including Rivers Day (for which we received funding from BC Hydro that will be used for river safety/ecology signage), feedback that we gathered about the City’s business license policy which was presented to Mayor Phillips, our hosting of the federal All-Candidates Forum, and much more.  A special thanks to those media outlets which have covered the Chamber.  The next time that you drop by the Chamber of Commerce, be sure to check out the bulletin board beside the door – we post copies of all print coverage.

12) Tourism BC sends out “secret agents” posing as tourists who assess the quality of service of each Visitor Centre in BC.  The assessment process is quite rigorous.  On our last quality service review, we scored 94%, which is very high.  We are very proud to be one of the main points of contact for visitors to the area.

13) The Chamber of Commerce Annual General Meeting will be on November 24.  More details about time and location to follow.  All members are welcome.

Lots of other exciting things are in the works, so expect announcements regularly.  Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions or concerns.  I am always available to meet with you, either at the Chamber or your place of business.
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